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A FORMER board member of the Game Management Authority has 
labelled duck hunting “inhumane” while joining calls for the Andrews 
government to outlaw the annual hunt. 

Dr Bronwyn Orr, now president of the Australian Veterinary Association, 
said recreational duck hunting inadvertently left many birds with critical 
injures. 

The Australian Veterinary Association this week updated its policy on 
duck hunting after a Victorian study reported more than one-third of 
hunted birds were wounded when shot, but not retrieved, meaning they 
were left to die.  

Dr Orr said shooting at ducks didn’t always kill them but often left them 
with crippling injuries.  

“This results in an ethical animal-welfare problem, as the bird may live 
for a number of weeks with a crippling injury, receiving no veterinary 
treatment,” she said. 

“We are calling on the government to take swift action and follow the 
suite of other states and territories that have banned duck hunting 
altogether.”  

The government is yet to confirm if this year’s duck shooting season will 
go ahead. 

 


