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Duck hunt protest

Davyd Reid
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UP to 150 protestors are expected to
converge on Lhe Gippsland Lakes this
weekend for the opening of duck
season on Saturday, with the Depart-
ment of Sustainability and Environ-
ment and Vietoria Police set to conduet
patrols around local wetlands,

Coalition Agninst Duck Shooling eampaign
1|ir"‘:'l”r I.:Illlli- [.1‘":'_1- .‘;-illll 1.||1' O] 'al]lihillil'lli
would be bringing a group from Melbourne to
fight the issue -.hhu;k hunting

“We see our role as similar to that of the
Hed Cross, enlering war zones to help the
innocent,” he s

S0 L D50 peseviiers will be coming down
along with Wikl Victorin and a veterinary
team.”

Mr Lewy sl the decision to eall a duek
senson had lesn rm||lll..IJ|\.' motivated

“Victoria Fiehl and Game always push for
it politically,” he said.
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“We see our role as similar to that of the Red Cross,
entering war zones to help the innocent.”
= Coalition Against Duck Shooting campaign director Laurie Levy

“The only reason it has been called is the
election in Nln‘q-lu.lu,-r

“The Brumby Government is Jjust after the
vole from redneck shooters.”

Mr Levy said the Government was “cheal-
ing" shooters in a way.
hey are taking their money for their tests
and licences when in fact there aren't that
many birds around.”

Board member of Field and Game Australia
Rick Foster said hunters understosd there
WAS A |'|Eh.|! L p|||1|~-;1. sk hu]u:u,l_ that any
protesung was done in line with laws and
safely regulations

*They (protestors) have no right to enter
the water unbil 10 o'clock.” he =aid

“Each vear they flout this law and we are
concerned that they are Lrving Lo I_uu';ukg- An

incident with lirearms.”

Mr Foster said he expected the DSE and
police to enforce the law equally among both
shooters and protestors

“They can wave banners in the main strest
of Sale all they like but it is just not safe
to do g0 arcund firearms,” he said

“We hope that the police and DSE enfurce
the law equally among shooters in respect to
bag limits and licencer, and the protestors in
the interests of safety.”

DSE  regional communications advisor
Hachel Dawking said DSE wildlife com
!Ill-lll'l'l' officers would be ||:1|!r||||||1;: some
wetlands during duck opening in conjunction
with Victoria Police

“DSE wildlife complisnee ollicers will be
patrolling local wetlands with Parks Vicloria

and Victoria Police to monilor game regu
lations, firearms regulations and camping
mcuvities,” she said

Senior Sergeant Eric Dufy said Victoria
Police were ready for any potential pro
testors

“Police will be patrolling wetland arens to
ensune that there is no breach of the poace
and to protect life and property,” he said

“We will also be enforcing the provisions of
the Wildlife Act which ineludes non-ahsoters
kl'l.'jlilu.: their distance [rom ]p-..|||,. with
lrearms.™

Eastern Region MP Peter Hall said recent
rain _in Gippsland would improve dueck
hunting conditions and he expected Gipps
land game reserves will prove popular for
hunters

“There will be a lot of activ ity within local
hunting venues and [ urge protestors and
hunters alike W eo-operate with DSE ofTicers
itinel Vietoria Police in the conduct of the 2010
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